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SUBJECT: Telephone Call from Chancellor Helmut Kohl of
the Federal Republic of Germany (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
Helmut Kohl, Chancellor
Notetaker: Robert Hutchings

DATE, TIME October 23, 1989, 9:02 - 9:26 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: The Oval Office
Chancellor Kohl initiated the call. (U)

The President: How are you? (U)

Chancellor Kohl: Fine. I am glad to hear your voice. I saw
pictures of your visit to San Francisco and hope you will be able
to give as much support as possible for that tragedy. (U)

The President: It is terrible, but the authorities there are
doing well. We will help at this end in any way we can. (U)

Chanceéllor Kohl: I wanted to tell you briefly how I see events in
Hungary, Poland, and the GDR. In Hungary, things are going the
best. The people are incredibly courageous, and very determined.
The present government is taking an enormous risk: the changes
have their origin with the reform movement in the Communist Party,
but it is not at all certain that the reformers will be able to
get credit in the course of the election. It is quite possible
that the Party will come in only second, and there might be a
coalition., We have supported the Hungarians quite vigorously. In
December I will go over for two days to give further support, also
optically. {C)

The President: Where will you go? (C)

ncel hl: I will go to Budapest and perhaps also to a
second city, but that is not certain. The economic situation is
relatively good there. They can make it, though the next two
years will be decisive. On November 9 I will go to Poland for
four days. Our negotiations have been essentially concluded. I
will do all I can to support the new government, especially in the
economic area. With the EC, I intend to give assistance in human
resources. This seems to be the problem, if I may put it bluntly:
there is a lot of good will and many good ideas, but the Poles do
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